
 

Historical Context 

The BL 9.2-inch Mk IX and Mk X guns were British breech loading 9.2-inch guns of 46.7 calibre, first 

entering service in 1899 as naval and coast defence guns. They had possibly the longest, most varied 

and successful service history of any British heavy ordnance. 

The 9.2-inch guns were 'counter-bombardment' weapons designed to defeat ships up to heavy 

cruisers armed with 8-inch guns. They were deployed in the fixed defences of major defended ports 

throughout the British Empire until the 1950’s. Up to fourteen such guns were deployed for the 

defence of Gibraltar during WWI of which eight were still in use during WWII. 

Construction of Levant Battery commenced in April 1901. By August 1903, a 9.2-inch Mark X breech-

loading gun had been installed on a Mark V mounting. 

On the 31st December 1915, German submarines appeared off the Rock of Gibraltar. The 9.2-inch 

gun at Levant Battery was one of the participants in the attack on the enemy vessels. The records of 

that day indicate: "Result of action. One target disappeared, and a large explosion took place at 

another."  

In the course of practice firing on the 23rd March 1934, a shell exploded in the barrel, which was 

caused it to be replaced on the 20th April 1934. 

 

9.2-inch gun at Levant Battery in 1941 during WWII. 

Planning Application for transfer of the 9.2-inch Gun at the 

Metalrok Eco Park to Europa Point. 
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Project Context 

In 1953, Breakneck Battery was decommissioned. Levant Battery and Spur Battery were also 

decommissioned in the early 1970’s with both their guns removed. The entire gun and mounting at 

Spur Battery was dismantled and transferred to the Imperial War Museum Duxford in 

Cambridgeshire, England in the military operation referred to as Project Vitello. 

There have been tentative discussions on the possibility of returning the Spur Battery gun piece to 

Gibraltar as the Imperial War Museum have indicated they are considering removing this display in 

the near future. The Ministry for Heritage considers that the Spur Battery site should not be used for 

another gun barrel whilst this 

possibility remains under 

discussion. 

The Levant Battery pieces, 

meanwhile, lies in the 

Metalrok scrapyard, Flint 

Road. A site visit on 15.12.21 

revealed in addition to the 

barrel, the Mk V gun carriage 

and a section of the pedestal. 

It is understood that the 

remaining section lies under a 

small scree of sand and rocks.  

Other gun pieces may also 

remain extant and these 

would have to be located and 

removed. 

 

Mk X gun facing north at Breakneck Battery, Gibraltar, January 1942. 

9.2-inch Gun Specifications 

Date: 1903 

Mass: Mk X: 28 tons 

Barrel length: Mk X: 35 ft 9 in (10.897 m) bore (46.7 cal) 

Mounting: central cast-steel pedestal in an open concrete gun pit 35 feet (11 m) in diameter and 11 

feet (3.4 m) deep. 

Gun and mounting combined weight: 125 tons. 

 

 



Initial efforts to save the gun 

There has been an ongoing effort by the Gibraltar Heritage Trust since the late 1990’s to remove the 

gun barrel from the scrapyard to another location. By 1999, it was already an item for discussion 

during monthly meetings of the Heritage Action Committee (HAC), which preceded the Heritage & 

Antiquities Advisory Council (HAAC) created in 2018. 

In February 2011, a group led by Paul Davies, later renamed "Save the Levant Battery 9.2 Gun," was 

founded to increase awareness of the battery's gun and to garner support for its recovery and 

restoration to either its original site or Harding's Battery, which was exposed and restored in 2010-

2011 during the refurbishment of Europa Point.  

On the 9th March 2011, the Chief Minister Fabian Picardo, at the time, Leader of the Opposition 

posted on the Save the Levant Battery 9.2 Gun Facebook Page: 

Yesterday I visited the MetalRock yard behind Devil's Tower Road. I saw the Gun. I don’t know if this 

is the Gun that should be down at the Emplacement in Europa Point or not, but it is an impressive 

piece of military machinery and it should not be allowed to rot. This is part of our military history and 

needs to be displayed appropriately. Let’s get everyone interested in helping the Heritage Trust with 

this project and let’s get this piece of our proud history into its rightful place; exhibited, protected 

and refurbished in some way. 

Recent exploratory actions 

The removal and restoration of the 9.2 inch gun was re-introduced into the HAAC Agenda in June 

2020. The Gibraltar Heritage Trust wanted to lead the project assisted by the Ministry for Heritage. 

Over the past year a number of possible sites were identified. 

Grand Battery:   Discarded due to weight concerns 

Spur Battery: Discarded due to access, road weight restrictions and possible objections 

from the nearby HM Prison. There is also the possibility of returning the 

original 9.2 inchgun from Duxford Imperial War Museum one day when the 

above would have to be reconsidered and reviewed. 

Jew’s Gate: Original gun site reconverted into offices and toilets leading to weight 

concern issues. Road weight issues also a concern. 

Europort Avenue: Private land. Transportation through the North area of town may cause 

traffic disruptions. The current land owners have been approached but they 

have since indicated they have plans to convert the lower esplanade into car 

parking spaces.  

Europa Point: No envisaged weight restrictions. Less traffic disruption concerns. 

Demarcated area is wide and long enough to accommodate entire gun and 

mountings. Ground level consists of natural sand and rock which should hold 

weight.   



A number of preliminary site meetings have taken place both at the Metalrok scrapyard and Europa 

Point to ascertain the feasability of relocating the gun and mountings to this new site. It has been 

agreed that the 9.2 Inch could naturally blend into the existing environment.  

However, during the site meeting held on the 15.12.21, the Gibraltar Heritage Trust indicated that 

such a massive project would be beyond the scope of the Trust and handed back control to the 

Ministry for Heritage. 

 

9.2-inch gun barrel at the Metalrok scrapyard. 

 

Gun carriage at the Metal Roc scrapyard 



 

Part of the gun pedestal at the Metal Roc scrapyard 

 

9.2 inch gun, carriage and traversing platform diagram details. 

 

 

 



Recommendation 

Of the identified sites, the Europa Point location is considered the most practical and feasible. 

A 9.2-inch gun had originally been earmarked for the Harding’s Battery site in 1904, but this plan 

never materialized. The placement of the 9.2-inch gun near to Harding’s will therefore complement 

the nearby Harding’s Battery. 

Following representations by the Gibraltar Heritage Trust, Metalrok had already cleared the site 

pending the removal of the gun pieces since September 2021. The Gibraltar Heritage Trust was keen 

to transport these pieces to the current Rooke site for restoration whilst the site at Europa Point was 

prepared.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Brewery Crusher, 

proposed 

temporary holding 

and restoration 

site. 

  

 

The Ministry for Heritage considered 

this proposal logistically impractical. 

The logistics to move the entire gun 

pieces to a site very close to its final 

location is considered the most 

feasible solution. 

The Ministry for Heritage, after 

carefully assessing all the relevant 

factors recommends that the 9.2-

inch gun be relocated temporarily to 

Brewery Crusher for restoration 

works and then on to the 

demarcated site at Europa Point for 

final placement. 

 



  

Proposed temporary  siting of the 9.2-inch gun at Brewery Crusher and final location at Europa 

Point. 

Temporary location at Brewery 

Crusher site. 

Final destination at Europa Point. 



Proposed Action 

Monteverde to transport the gun pieces to Brewery Crusher. 

Restoration works including sand blasting of the iron surfaces and welding internal supports within 

the gun carriage to supprt the weight of the barrel to be carried out on site. Quotes from Selina Ltd 

and Western Isle Ltd. 

On conclusion of the restoration works, the gun pieces will be moved and re-fitted to its final 

location.  

Repainting and finishing touches to the gun will be carried out by volunteers. A team from the UK 

Veterans Charity Alabare is scheduled to arrive in May 2022 to help with restoration works at Lord 

Airey’s but can be diverted to assist at Europa Point if necessary. 

 

 

Proposed site location at Europa Point. 

 



Proposed site location. Red area is 

out of bounds (infill). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed site location 

(red).  

 

 

 

Permisions Required 

 Engineering Report from Technical Services Department. 

 Structural report for gun mountings. 

 Approval from Highways for the transportation of the assets through Devil’s Tower Road, Sir 

Herbert Miles Road, Europa Advance Road and Levanter Way. 

 Approval from Ministry of the Environment to use Brewery Crusher temporary site. 

 All relevant Health and Safety Regulations. 

 Any relevant Police licences. 

 Architectural redesign of the promenade area to incorporate the asset on site.  

 DPC approval for the project. 

 



 

9.2-inch gun on display at Woolwich. The final display at Europa Point would look similar to this. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Architectural concept design 

The gun display will consist of three parts: the barrel, carriage and pedestal (not shown on concept 

design). The only modification envisaged to the viewing platform as such is a concrete foundation 

roughly along the dimensions of the gun pedestal. The location of the accompanying Interpretation 

panels will be decided once the gun has been placed on site.   

 

Note: This is just an artistic impression. The gun will be aligned due soouth in accordance with the 

general alignment of the viewing platform. Specifications and detailed design to be provided once all 

technical and structural assessments have been completed.  



 

 


